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     On 26 May 2005, Sweden Post celebrated 
the 150th anniversary of the country's first-ever 
piece of perforated postage by issuing a series 
of commemorative postage stamps and maxi-
mum cards in its honor.  The new postage 
stamp system made it possible for everyone to 
send correspondence throughout Sweden at a 
uniform rate, regardless of the distance. The 
simultaneous introduction of mailboxes in 
Sweden also made it easier to send correspon-
dence by mail.  
     Even before the classic skilling banco issues 
appeared in 1855, Sweden had had a long 
postal history.  The country established its 
postal service in 1636.  That first correspon-
dence carried hand stamps with the letters “B” 
or “F” for “paid” or “free.”   Beginning in 1660, 
Carta Sigillata, or stamped paper, was used in 
legal transactions that were stamped with the 
appropriate duties.  In the 18th century, postal 
authorities developed a system unique to the 
country—attaching feathers to the seals of let-
ters to indicate the need for speed in delivery.  
A century later, Swedish Lieutenant Curry 
Gabriel Treffenberg (1791-1875) was a con-
tender for the title of 
inventor of the pre-
paid postage stamp.  
Modeling his pro-
posal on the Cavallini 
(“little horsemen”) of 
Sardinia, which were 
duty marks stamped 
on letter sheets, in 
1823 he devised a 
scheme for stamped 
stationery, wherein 
“various kinds of 
stamped paper bear-
ing different values” 
would be produced 
“for the purpose of 
containing letters 
[that] could be 
handed over to a post 

office without further payment being required.”  
His proposal was brought before the Swedish 
Riksdag, or parliament, but was never imple-
mented for letters.  It undoubtedly served as the 
basis of the newspaper tax stamps introduced 
the next year, whose designs used Treffenberg’s 
three crowns emblem.  The tax stamps were 
struck directly onto the newspaper, however, 
and were not produced as separate stamps.   
     In 1847 Peter Martenson proposed postal 
reforms and the use of adhesive postage stamps 
modeled after those of Great Britain, but resis-
tance to uniform rates encountered by Swedish 
authorities and procrastination in the Swedish 
Riksdag delayed the introduction of this meas-
ure until 1855.  The groundwork was laid by a 
Riksdag resolution on 25 October 1854 that es-
tablished a single inland tariff regardless of how 
far the letter was to be sent.  Martenson died of 
cholera in 1854, but not before he had seen the 
reorganization of Swedish postal rates and 
other preliminary steps that led to the issue of 
Sweden’s first stamps on 1 July 1855.  The new 
stamps also sparked what has been called a 
“soft revolution,” because it granted all social 

classes equal access to 
communication via let-
ters.  At that time simi-
lar systems existed in 
some 50 other coun-
tries. 
     Sweden ’ s  f i r s t 
stamps have been 
cha rac t e r i z ed  as 
“aristocratic” because 
their production was 
entrusted to a noble-
man, Count Per 
Ambjörn Sparre (1828-
1921).  Four years ear-
lier, Sparre, then a 
mere 23 years old, had 
secured the contract to 
print Sweden’s cur-

rency, and in that posi-Figure 1:  Sweden Sc2513e 
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tion he made valiant efforts to introduce for-
gery-proof bills.  Beginning in 1855 all Swedish 
postage stamps were printed either by him or 
his associates, G. and E. Scheutz (Figure 1).  
Sparre drew the proofs, made the original en-
gravings, and initially did the printing in his 
print shop on Hötorget Square in Stockholm.  
Sparre also introduced a new perforating device 
of his own design, the first of its kind in the 
world, which was used until 1920.  If too many 
stamp sheets were perforated at the same time, 
however, the bottom sheet could remain en-
tirely or partially unperforated.  That circum-
stance created a rarity in 1855, the imperforate 
8-skilling banco stamp (Scott 4c); only two cop-
ies are known to exist today (Figure 2). 
     The first series of 
Swed i sh  pos t age 
stamps had five values, 
featuring a four-skilling 
value for mailing letters 
weighing up to 16 
grams.  All five issues 
depicted the triple 
crown emblem of Swe-
den.  Except for sup-
plementary postage on 
mail going abroad, 
postal patrons seldom 
used the lowest, 3-
skilling denomination; most of the first printing 
was later destroyed.  Normally printed in green, 
the 3-skilling yellow error stamp (Scott 1a, 
where it is recorded as “orange”), which has 
been touted recently as the world’s most valu-
able stamp, was printed in 1857, when a 3-
skilling cliché was inserted by mistake in a 
plate of the 8-skilling.  Having shortly thereafter 
adopted a decimal currency, in 1858 Sweden 
began to issue its new stamps in öre values (5 
to 50 öre), or 100ths of a krona; they used the 
same design as the first series.   
     Sweden Post is celebrating the Swedish 
stamp's 150th anniversary with a commemora-
tive, eight-design booklet titled Swedish Stamps 
150 Years (Figure 3).  The booklet was printed 
using a combination of intaglio and four-color 
offset.  The first four designs in the booklet (Fig. 
8), chosen seemingly at random, depict details 
from previous issues of Swedish stamps and 
focus on design and artistic expression. The de-
signs feature the following issues:  

•  Lady with a 
Veil from the 
1972 Gustavian 
Art issue (See Fig. 
4, Sc940), 
• 5 öre from the 
1951 New Nu-
meral Type issue 
(See Fig. 5, 
Sc430), 
• M o u n t e d 
Postal Courier 
from the issue 
Tercentenary of 
the Post Office in 
1936 (See Fig. 6, 
Sc250), and 
• Angelica from 

the 1984 Mountain World issue (See Fig. 7, 
Sc1490). 

The anniversary booklet’s other four issues 

Fig. 2: Sweden Sc4c 

Fig. 3: Sweden Sc2512-2513 
Complete Booklet 

Fig. 4 Sweden 
Sc940 

Lady with a Veil 
from the 1972 
Gustavian Art 

issue  

Fig. 5 Sweden 
Sc430 

5 öre from the 
1951 New Nu-

meral Type issue 

Fig. 6 Sweden SC250 
Mounted Postal Courier 
from the issue Tercen-
tenary of the Post Of-

fice in 1936 

Fig. 7 Sweden 
Sc1490 

Angelica from the 
1984 Mountain 

World issue. 
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Fig. 8:  Sweden Sc2512a-d Fig. 9:  Sweden Sc2513a-d 

(Figure 9), all designed by Gustav Malmfors, 
celebrate the social development of the stamp 
and the Swedish Post from 1855 up until the 
present.  
     Count Pehr Ambjörn Sparre is depicted on 
the upper left stamp, along with the Albion 
press on which he printed Sweden’s first 
stamps.  Engraved by Martin Mörck. 
     Another design is The Letter (upper right), 
which illustrates how correspondence facili-
tates contact with loved ones the world over.  
Engraved by Piotr Naszarkowski and based on 
a photograph made of an illustration by Thor-
sten Fridlizius.   
     The third design, Transportation (lower left), 
demonstrates how the Post Office has used 
modern modes of transportation, such as 

trains and airplanes, when they arrived on the 
scene in the 19th and 20th centuries.  Engraved 
by Piotr Naszarkowski. 
     The fourth and final design is Rural Postman 
(lower right), which illustrates how the Sweden 
Post reaches even the most remote homes in 
Sweden.  Engraved by Martin Mörck. 
     Postryttaren is the annual yearbook of the 
Swedish Postal Museum. This year’s 55th edi-
tion, Svenska Frimärket 150 är [The Swedish 
Stamp 150 Years], edited by Jan Billgren, for the 
first time includes English summaries of the ar-
ticles written in Swedish.  Most of the articles 
focus on the classic skilling banco issues.  The 
ten authors who are represented have suc-
ceeded in creating a lovely souvenir of a major 
Swedish philatelic anniversary.          
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Fig 10:  This figure features the 5th of 8 maximum cards issued on 26 May 
2005 as part of the 150th anniversary celebration. The photograph shows a 
close-up of an inspection of the printing cylinder for Gustaf VI Adolf, 1951-
1971 [Sc574]. 


	PHILATELI-GRAPHICS

	QUARTERLY PUBLICATION OF THE 

	GRAPHICS PHILATELY ASSOCIATION  ISSN 9739-6198

	Volume 27, Number 3 ● Whole Number 108 ● July 2005

	Affiliate 133

	Page #

	 PHILATELI-GRAPHICS, July 2005

	Page 2#

	Page #

	Volume 27, Number 3

	Page 2#



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



