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Study Unit

Children’s Books and Stamps: Studies in Design

Ted Rose

By Phyllis Van Orden

Ted Rose had a life-long love affair with rail-
roads; realistic watercolor paintings of trains
were a central subject for much of his artistic
work. Born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin in 1940,
Rose earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree
(with honors) at the University of Illinois, ma-
JOI‘ll’lg in prmtlng, with minors in prlntmakmg

~mmmrm 2Nd history.

While still in high
school, however, he
rode the rails exten-
sively. His early crea-
tivity found expres-
|| sion through the cam-
| era as he documented

ings and  photo-
graphs. Between 1956
and 1962, he followed
4 trains in the U.S.,
Canada, Mexico, and
Guatemala. His stun-
ning, mostly black-

and-white photo-
graphs taken during
these journeys cap-

Ted Rose
Photographic portrait
by Jennifer Esperanza

ture the last days of
active steam railroading in America. Their
quality also hints at an artistic impulse that
began to be expressed several years later in
his paintings. Ted Rose’s

personal encounters with railroaders [he
even worked for a while as a railroad
switchman!], hobos, blues musicians, small
towns, and isolated places and cultures in-
form his work, lending a sense of reality to
his paintings that transcends simple docu-
mentation.!

After serving two years in the U.S. Army,
including a year in Vietnam, Rose became a
full-time professional artist in the 1980s. His
career included that of layout artist, book de-

signer, and cartographer/graphic designer for
the City of Santa Fe’s Planning Department.

His “dramatic watercolor paintings of the
American landscape and 20th-century indus-
trial culture reflect the lives of people and
places in an ever-changing world.”? His work
appeared in books and magazines, on book
jackets, posters, and other graphic work, in-
cluding an Amtrak calendar and on New Mex-
ico Magazine’s Distinguished Artist calendar in
1993. Rose recelved several awards for his wa-

= : R tercolors, and
was accepted
as a signature
‘member of the
prestigious
American Wa-
tercolor Soci-
ety (1993) and
' the  National
Watercolor So-

z : ciety (1999).

In his later career, Rose contributed illustra-
tions for two children’s books. The Banshee
Train, by John “Odds” Bodkin, is set in the
mountains outside of Denver, where a passen-
ger train is saved from certain disaster by the
ghosts from a previous wreck. A reviewer in
Publishers Weekly wrote:

it is Rose who brings the nuances—silent,

snowy landscapes; menacing skies—that

richly compensate for . . . the occasional

gaps in the narrative.3

John Blair and the Great Hinckley Fire, by
Josephine Nobisso, the second children’s book
that Rose illustrated, tells the story of a brave
African American porter who helped save
many lives when the train on which he was
working was caught up in a horrendous fire-
storm near Hinckley, Minnesota, in 1894.
Rose’s watercolor illustrations are mostly dou-
ble-page spreads that feature lots of smoky
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gray and hot-orange backgrounds and im-
pressionistic renderings of the suffering, ter-
rified people.

In both children’s books, one can almost
sense the illustrator’s strong interest in rail-
roading through his concern for accuracy, his
eye for detail and use of vivid colors, and the
sense of a train’s movement that Rose con-
veys so ably. His capture of the mood of the
story through his illustrations only adds to
the telling. R

These same
characteristics | =
are evident in
the “All
Aboard! Twen-
tieth Century
Trains” stamps
(Scott 3333-
37), issued by
the U.S. Postal
Service on 26
August 1999.§
They feature
five classic
streamliners . SSCOAEES
The Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee
wanted

dramatic, three-quarter views of engines

coming toward you, as in travel posters

of the 1930s and the 1940s, with moun-
tains or rail yards, etc., as part of the
setting.4

William Withuhn, the Smithsonian Institu-
tion’s curator of transportation and the au-
thor of Rails Across America, which Rose also
illustrated, recommended the artist for this
particular philatelic assignment. Withuhn
wrote the text that was printed on the verso
of each stamp. For Rose,

the biggest challenge was simplifying the

designs so that parts did not get lost at

stamp size. . . . The documentation of all

[his] photo references was also a time-

intensive project, which probably took ten

times as long as the actual paintings.”>

Numerous private and corporate collec-
tions include paintings by Ted Rose, and his
work has been regularly exhibited at the Zap-
lin-Lampert Gallery in Santa Fe and at the
California State Railroad Museum Store in

Sacramento. Most recently, the Haggerty Mu-
seum’s Center for Railroad Photography and
Art in Madison, Wisconsin, mounted an exhi-
bition titled Railroads and the American Indus-
trial Landscape: Ted Rose Paintings and Photo-
graphs, which places Rose's work in a broader
"""" """"""'ihistoric context. The
Al 1exhibition, which
st . Closed on 29 May
| 12006, included 27
‘watercolor paintings
‘ tand 22 photographs.
¢ Ted Rose died of
7 «cancer in July 2002.
.-« With his passing the
tworld lost a prolific
artist who painted

more than 1,000
{paintings in less than
<20 years.

Those of us fortu-
nate enough to see in
«person any of the
: !magnificent ma-

«chines that Ted Rose
, ‘painted, know how
""'......'.."""SUCCCSSfUI he was in
‘ ‘ . ! ‘triggering fond
| {memories of waiting
for and watching (in
my case) the 20t
« Century Limited whiz
- «by on its run be-
.....................:tween New York and
E Chicago. For railroad

‘fans, young or old,

‘Rose’s  children’s

: books and train

{stamps create an in-

e eaaaaacacacacsaaaa. .vitation to  enjoy
United States both.

Sc3333-3337
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5. Ibid., page 196.

Cited Books Illustrated by Ted

Rose
Bodkin, Odds. The Banshee Train. New York:
Clarion Books, 1995.
Nobisso, Josephine. John Blair and the Great
Hinckley Fire. Boston: Houghton Mifflin,
2000.

Withuhn, William L. Rails Across America: A History
of Railroads in North America. New York: Smith-
mark Publishers, 1993.

Bibliography

Amick, George. Linn’s U. S. Stamp Yearbook, 1999.
Sidney, Ohio: Linn’s Stamp News, 2000.

“The Collector’s Guide: Ted Rose, AWS, NWS.”
Available at www.collectorsguide.com/fs/
s146.html

The Postal Service Guide to U.S. Stamps, 28th Edi-
tion. New York: HarperResource, 2001.

Something About the Author. Vol. 93. Detroit: Gale
Research, 1997.



http://www.collectorsguide.com/fs/s146.html�
http://www.collectorsguide.com/fs/s146.html�
http://www.collectorsguide.com/fs/s146.html�
http://www.collectorsguide.com/fs/s146.html�

	PHILATELI-GRAPHICS

	QUARTERLY PUBLICATION OF THE 

	GRAPHICS PHILATELY ASSOCIATION  ISSN 9739-6198

	Volume 28, Number 3 ● Whole Number 112 ● July 2006

	Affiliate 133

	Page #

	PHILATELI-GRAPHICS Vol. 28, No. 3 (July 2006)

	Page 33

	Page #

	Page 34

	PHILATELI-GRAPHICS Vol. 28, No. 3 (July 2006)



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



